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MEMORANDUM FOK: Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staif

SUBJECT: Brainwashing e
s

REFERENCE: Your memorandum, CM-BIZ-&G»/. same
subject, dated 7 June 1956,

1. The consideration given by the Joint Chiefs of Staif to the
preliminary report on brainwashing is appreciated. I concur in
your view that there is need for additional studies.

Z. The nature of the programs you suggest raises the question
as to the best place to initiate sy¢h studies, The development oi a
special informational campaign designed to dispel free world
ignorance and fear of brainwashing, I believe would most properly
be initiated by USIA or the Department of State. If such endeavor is
undsrtaken, the CIA working groups will provide support as required.

3. If the Department of Defense initiates a program along the
lines of your second suggestion, CIA will make available on request
such support as may be required. .
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' Lieutcnant General, USAF
PP/EA[____ Jbed 4cting Director
18 June 1956 J6
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MEMORANDUM FOR: . MR. DULLES

After you have noted I will show this to
General Cabell and send on to DD/P and TSS for -
action and preparation of reply for your ,\\L

signature. o

W e 25X1

+o Thao (DATET

FORM NO. 1) REPLACES AQRM 10-101 : (47)
1 AUG 54 WHICH MAY BE USED.
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WASHINGTON 25, D. C. - X

CM-312-56
7 June 1956
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

Subject: Brainwashing

1. The Joint Staff considers the study on the asbove subject,
which you sent me on 25 April, to be excellent. It 1s noted that
this is a preliminary report on the subject, and that several
working groups in CIA continue to be concerned with this problem.

2. The subject paper again highlights the need for two ad-
ditional scientific studies, and it is hoped that the attention
of your working groups may be drawn to this need. The first of
these, it is belleved, should be devoted to the development of a
U.S., domestic-NATO-SEATO special information campaign to dispel
free world ignorance and fear of brainwashing. The second is &
program for equipping and preparing free world military personnel

to withstand the brainwashing process successfully.

3. In the second additional study suggested, consideration
might be given to applicable principles of "Militant Liberty"” and
the program employed by the United Nations Command in Korea to
enable the anti-communist prisoners of war to withstand the commu-
nist "explanations", which were in effect brainwashing and which
had been expected by the enemy to result in re-establishment of
their domination over most if not all of the POWs. The latter
program, while not so well formulated as Militant Liberty, presents
very interesting parallels to it. The subject CIA study points out
what wes demonstrated through experience in Korea, the fagt that
the brainwashing process is almost as arduous for the interrogator
as for the vietim, and that the interrogator too is wvulnerable. The
enemy has a major personnel problem in providing sufficient skilled
interrogators for mass brainwashing.

ARTHUR RADFORD
B : 26 Chairmen
. Joint Chiefs of Staff

Au2 ¢
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15 June 1456
MEMORANDUM FOR: ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE OFFICER, DD/P

SUBJECT : Brainwashing

1, In acce er;ncc with our telephone conversation, I am returning
the mern orandum frony the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to the
Director on the above subject.

2+ 1note on the blue slip prepared by| [that there is an
indication that it is desired that a reply be prepared for the signature of the
DCI

o /

A My ileagues and I have cemsidered the possible role of
“in the pr;pﬁra ion of such a reply and have come to the conclusion that we
are unable to’ /make an adeguate response to the suggestions that Admiral
Radford makes because the implementation of his proposals is quite out-
side the means or authority of this Staff. However, to us his suggestions

d> seeir @zcellent, and we shall be glad to assist in any way possibie
although, of cgzrsc. our assistance will be iimited to technical aspects.

4. Posasibly some other element of the DD/P will be able to provide
an adeq.ate response on behalf of the. Agency. If not, perhaps the issue
might be referred to the OCB; and possibly if the Director approves of
this suggestion, a statement to that effect would in itself be the core of

an adeqaaye reply.
agained vl BY

Chief, DD/P/’

Enclssure: (1)
Memo from Admiral Radford e T

e
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SENDER WILL CHECK CLASSIFICATION TOP AND BOTTOM
| UNCLASSSFIED | ~ | CONFIDENTIAL [ | SECRET

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

NAME AND ADDRESS INITIALS DATE

DD /P Ji 14 55
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ACTION DIRECT REPLY PREPARE REPLY
APPROVAL DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION
COMMENT FILE RETURN
CONCURRENCE - INFORMATION SIGNATURE

Remarks:

Preparation of reply ror DCI signature.
DCT has requested that a prompt reply be made
%o this letter.

y FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

OM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. DATE

Assist. o the Director L Jun56
prolred ForUR A1} CGR 8.2

FORM NO. 237 Replaces Form 30-4 ¢
1 APR 55 which may be used. ¢ ‘U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955—0—342531




